STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB
SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, CHANDIGARH.

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

B-34/903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana. 

   


---------------- Complainant

 Vs. 

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary,

Information Technology, 

Punjab., Chandigarh. 






   


---------------- Respondent
CC No. 401 of 2007

ORDER

Present : 
Ms. Kavita Mahajan, Advocate on behalf of the Complainant.


Sh. Manohar Lal, Senior Assistant on behalf of the Respondent.


Complainant states that the information has been supplied to the satisfaction of the Complainant.  In so far as the delivery of information is concerned, the matter is, accordingly, disposed of.  
2.

The Complainant’s counsel has prayed for the imposition of penalty under Section 20 and the award of compensation under Section 19(8) (b) RTI Act, 2005, for the delay caused in the supply of information.  

3.

Judgment on the question of imposition of penalty and award of compensation is reserved.  
(Rajan Kashyap)


    (P.K.Verma )
 


      (R.K.Gupta)
Chief Information Commissioner  State Information Commissioner   State Information Commissioner  

Chandigarh

Dated: 31.10.2007
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Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

B-34/903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana. 

  
  -------------------------------- Complainant

 Vs. 

Public Information Officer,

O/o Principal Secretary,

Information Technology, 

Punjab.






   
---------------------------------- Respondent

CC No. 387 of 2007

ORDER

Present : 
Ms. Kavita Mahajan, Advocate on behalf of the Complainant.



Sh. Shashi Pal, Supdt., (Co-ordination) on behalf of the 



Respondent. 



On 12.09.2007, the last date of hearing, the material running into 370 pages had been delivered to the Complainant in our presence.  Complainant’s counsel submits before us today that she has studied the material made available to her.  She points out that no action has been taken as per the mandate of Section 26(1) (a), (b) & (c) regarding educational programmes, participation of the public and the dissemination of information. In a communication dated 08.10.2007, the Government of Punjab, Department of information Technology & Administration Reforms has given parawise reply to the deficiencies pointed out by the Complainant in an earlier letter dated 14.08.2007.  In this communication, a copy of which is on the record of the Commission also, it is pointed out that action on various matters concerning the mandate of Section 26 is in progress.  The Respondent assures that Punjabi version of RTI Act will be published in the shape of a guide within a period of two months.  It is also stated that for implementing the provisions of Section 26 “efforts are being made to provide funds to Public Relations Department for implementing the provisions of this section.”    

2.

In sum, it transpires as follows :-


(i)
The information in question as available with the Government has been duly supplied.
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(ii)
Certain actions mandated under Section 26 are yet to be completed.  
3.

We direct, accordingly that the State Government must comply with the mandate of Section 26 and draw a time bound programme for the purpose.  We observe that the communication of 08.10.2007 makes no commitment on the provision of the funds.  It is not adequate for the Government to state that efforts are being made to provide funds to the Public Relations Department for implementing the provisions of this section.  Actual provision of funds must be made and the status of sanction of funds be intimated to the Commission alongwith the time bound programme of action.  

4.

This matter is, accordingly, disposed of.  


(Rajan Kashyap)


     (P.K.Verma )
 


          (R.K.Gupta)
Chief Information Commissioner  State Information Commissioner   State Information Commissioner  

Chandigarh

Dated: 31.10.2007


